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his words were as if oil a hundred times refined had
anointed her head. Therefore she said : * Dear father, I
will renounce the world !' He, honouring her, brought her
to the Bhikkhunis' quarters, and let her be ordained.

A little while afterwards it became her turn for office in
the house of the Sabbath.1 And, lighting the lamp, she
swept the room* Then taking the flame of the lamp as a
visible sign, and contemplating it continually, she brought
about Jhana by way of the Lambent Artifice,2 and making
that her stepping-stone, she attained Arahantship. With
its fruition, intuition and grasp of the Norm were achieved,
and she became especially versed in the mystic potency of
transformation.3

And the Master, seated in conclave in the Jeta Grove,
assigned her the foremost rank in the mystic powers.
She, pondering the bliss of Jhana and of fruition, repeated
one day certain verses. They hai been uttered in anguish by
a mother who had been living as her daughter's rival with
him who later, when a Bhikkhu, became known as the
Ganges-bank Elder,4 and were a reflection on the harm,
the vileness and corruption of sensual desires :

* In enmity we lived, bound to one man,

Mother and daughter, both as rival wives!

O what a woeful plight, I found, was ours,

Unnatural offence ! My hair stood up.    (224)

Horror fell on me.    Fie upon this life

Of sensual desire, impure and foul,

A jungle thick with thorny brake, wherein

We hapless pair, my girl and I, had strayed !' (225)

1  Uposathfigtirc "kdlavfiro papuni, a phrase I have not yet met with
elsewhere.

2  See Buddhist Psy., 43, n. 4; 57, n. 2 ; 58.

3  The standard  description  of  the modes of  IddJii  are  given in
English in Rhys Davids' Dialogues of tlic BuddJia, i, 277,

4  See TheragtWid, verses 127, 128.    See note below, p. 114.